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 Encyclia of Mexico and Beyond 
 Tim Culburtson 
 

Although Tim teaches middle school kids for 
a living, one of his passions has always been 
plants.  He began growing orchids as an 
offshoot from working at Longwood Gardens 
in Philadelphia just after college.  From the 
very beginning it was all about Paphs, 
particularly awarded and select clones of 
historic importance, of which his collection 
numbers nearly 3000.  While he loves finding 
old, rare stepping stones in paph breeding, he 
also does a little hybridizing of his own, and 
finds growing up his own babies is a blast.  
He is the youngest accredited judge with the 
American Orchid Society, and has served in 
various capacities with various orchid 
societies in California and on the East Coast.  

He loves meeting other people who like orchids too, and doing so often finds him 
traveling to shows, vendors, and peoples’ greenhouses to see the latest and greatest 
in new hybrids and to get the best orchid gossip.  He likes to be involved in plants 
as much as possible: in addition to Longwood, he has worked at the Smithsonian 
Institution tending to their orchids, and for years for the United States National 
Arboretum, collecting rare plants and documenting cultivated species and hybrids 
for their herbarium.  In short, he really like plants.   



For our meeting, he’ll be sharing a presentation on Encyclias of Mexico and 
Beyond.  These spectacular cattleya relatives grow well outside in subtropical 
climates like Southern California and much of Florida, and with their compact 
habit, great fragrance, and ease of growth, these are delightful plants for every 
collection.  By extending the traditional definition of Encyclias to include recently 
separated groups like Anacheilum, Panarica, Prosthechea, Euchile, and others that 
many of us grew up calling Encyclia, we end up with a diverse, beautiful, fragrant, 
exciting group of plants and flowers; if we add those to the wonderful flora of 
Mexico and Central America, we have a group that every collector should grow.  
By the end of this presentation, you will have a new appreciation of the range of 
plant habits, floral forms, and fragrances of Encyclia broadly, as well as an 
appreciation of their lovely flowers and ease-of-growth. 
 

In addition, Tim will have for sale a selection of blooming-size Encyclias from 
Central and South America, both species and a few hybrids. 

 
As always visitors are welcome, you are encouraged to bring blooming plants for 
the show table and we will have raffle plants available.  St. David’s is requiring 
masks.  Individually wrapped food is allowed, but no buffet yet (sorry). 
 

Announcements 
 June is our annual business meeting during which we will elect new 
officers.  The Nominating Committee has put forth the following candidates for 
leadership of the Society: 
 
Co-Presidents Marsha Fredricks and Brian Leib 
Vice President Michele Wolf 
Secretary Lee Dresher 
Publicity Are you interested? 
Directors Mike Lincoln and Tina Balog 
Show Chair Tina Balog 
Newsletter Bob Findlay  
Correspondent & AOS representative Bob Findlay 
Treasurer Dayle Carrol-Teal 
Webmasters Brian Leib and Bob Findlay 
Membership Christine Hight  
Monthly Program Chair Millard Hennessee 
 Thanks to everyone for their willingness to serve.  Nominations from the 
membership for any and all positions are open until the vote is called at the annual 
meeting.  Officer terms run concurrent with the Society’s fiscal year (July 1 to June 



30).  It is with tremendous gratitude that we say “Job well done” to our current 
officers as they shepherded our society through the difficult first two years of the 
COVID pandemic. 
 Healthy plants wanted for the raffle table.  If you have unwanted plants you 
can always donate them to the raffle table – if you are going to bring plants please 
email Tina Balog at dglover@whoi.edu so we can coordinate the number of 
society plants we offer. 
 The work on the new website continues to progress and the board of 
directors have previewed and approved its basic form.  We are currently working 
on adding the ability for members to pay their dues on line.  I for one, can’t wait 
until it finally goes live. 

 
Upcoming Events 

Meetings: 
July, August and September – summer break 
October 16th – Still working on a speaker, but note date change.  This will likely 
be the last newsletter until meetings resume in the fall. 
 
Shows: 
There are currently no shows on the calendar for our six-state region.  I’m guessing 
that the Massachusetts Orchid Society Fall show will be the next. 
 
Judging: 
Sat, June 4, 10am – 3pm - Northeast Judging Center - Boylston Site.  Due to 
everchanging COVID conditions it is best to check prior to leaving if you wish to 
attend. Website -https://www.facebook.com/AOSNortheastJudging; email - Robert 
Winkley northeastjudgingcenter@gmail.com; phone 617.282.7351 
 

Past events 
May’s meeting was our annual potting 
workshop and was held at 4 different 
members homes (Tina Balog, Tom Gregg, 
Mike Lincoln and Bob Findlay).  Millard 
Hennessee join Bob and brought supplies to 
mount orchids.  About 7 members each 
showed up at upper Cape sites and ~ 3 
members each showed up at the lower cape 
sites.  Hosts demonstrated potting techniques 
for members that brought plants.  Members Nur Terpis and Millard Hennessee 

mounting Dendrobium Super Star  



were treated to tours of the hosts’ growing area.  Thanks to everyone who 
participated. 
 

  
Bletilla	striata,	grown	by	CAIOS	members	Bill	&	Monika	Wildman	in	Wellfleet 
 
 CAIOS Board of Directors 2019-2022  
President Tina Balog 508.540.5006 dglover@whoi.edu 
Co-Vice President Marsha Fredricks 508.694.6279 busywomancc@comcast.net 
 Brian Leib 401.965.1358 bleibume@gmail.com 
Secretary Lee Dresher 508.548.0155 mrstreas@comcast.net 
Publicity Are you interested? 
Directors Michele Wolf 914.391.0543 michelemjw@comcast.net 
 Tom Gregg 508.540.2054 vandtgregg@comcast.net 
Show Chair Tina Balog as above 
Newsletter Bob Findlay 774.801.2594 rfindlay2022@outlook.com 
Correspondent &  Tom Gregg as above 
AOS representative 
Treasurer Dayle Carrol-Teal  dayle54@aol.com 
Webmaster Brian Leib as above 
Membership Christine Hight 508.349.3225 christine.hight01@gmail.com 
Monthly Program Chair 

 


